
       April 21, 2022 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Jason M. Bennett; 
and County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. 

 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.   
 

MOTION  
 There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda. 
 

MOTION  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the 

Minutes of the April 7, 2022, public business meeting were approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Item 1 – Fiscal Year 2023 Preliminary Budget Public Hearing – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County 
Administrator, presented the Fiscal Year 2023 Preliminary Budget.  A copy of the preliminary 
budget presentation made by Mr. Bennett is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.   
 
Commissioner Shade asked Administrator Bennett what the rating is for Allegany County, and Mr. 
Bennett told him it is AA.  He explained that Allegany County would have to grow as a County to 
get an AAA rating.  
 
Pam Diaz and Kiersten O’Donnell of the Finance Department were thanked for their efforts in 
preparation of the Fiscal Year 2023 Preliminary Budget.  
 
It was announced that the Water and Sewer and CIP (Capital Improvement Program) 
presentations will be made at the May 12, 2022 public business meeting, and that Budget Adoption 
should be scheduled for the May 26, 2022 public business meeting.  
 
There was no public comment regarding the Fiscal Year 2023 Preliminary Budget at the public 
hearing.  
 
There was discussion of the piggyback tax rate, and the Commissioners collectively agreed on a 
rate of 3.03% which will require a Resolution for the May 12, 2022 public business meeting. Mr. 
Bennett pointed out that the annual cost for the reduced tax rate would be $200,000.  
Commissioner Shade commented that the County hasn’t cut the piggyback tax rate since 1998.  
 

ACTION AGENDA 
Item 2 – Resolution 22-7 – North Branch Pumping Station – Board of County Commissioners to 
approve Resolution 22-7 authorizing closing on a USDA loan in the amount of $1,092,000 for the 
North Branch Pumping Station – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, discussed the 
details of Resolution 22-27, which the Resolution is made a part of these Minutes by reference. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and duly 
carried, the Board of County Commissioners approved and passed Resolution 22-7 authorizing 
closing on a USDA loan in the amount of $1,092,000 for the North Branch Pumping Station. 
 
Item 3 – Additional 2% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for Allegany County Employees – 
Board of County Commissioners to approve an immediate 2% cost of living adjustment to all 
County Employees pay to be effective on the pay period beginning May 1, 2022 – Jason M. 
Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, presented background and details regarding this Item, as set 
forth on his Staff Report on the subject dated April 18, 2022, a copy of which is attached to and 
made a part of these Minutes. 
 
Commissioner Shade moved that the Board of County Commissioners approve an immediate 2% 
cost of living adjustment to all County Employees’ pay, to be effective on the pay period beginning 
May 1, 2022.  Commissioner Brodie seconded the Motion.  Motion carried to approve.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved and adopted Items 4, 6, 9, 10, and 11 of the 
Consent Agenda as recommended by the County Administrator. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners discussed Item 5 - Emergency Rental Assistance Program 2 
Homelessness Solutions Program Grant Agreement, during which discussion Commissioner 
Shade said that he intended to vote “no” on this Item.  Commissioner Caporale asked that Item 5 
be tabled.  
 
The Board of County Commissioners also discussed Item 7 - Supply of Allegany County Waterline 
Piping Project Award and Item 8 - Supply of Allegany County Waterline Construction Materials 
Project Award.  Commissioner Brodie said that he wanted both Items tabled.  
 
Item 4 – Scattered Sites Housing Program – Board of County Commissioners accepted the offer 
of $43,000 from Romeo Flores, Gaithersburg, Maryland, to purchase the property know as 629 
Bedford Street, Cumberland, Maryland, Property Tax Account Number 23-013150, and authorized 
the President of the County Commissioners to sign the closing documents and the deed for the 
sale of the property. 
 
Item 5 – Emergency Rental Assistance Program 2 Homelessness Solutions Program Grant 
Agreement – Board of County Commissioners to authorize the President of the County 
Commissioners to sign an ERAP 2 Homelessness Solutions Program Grant Agreement accepting 
an allocation of $850,000 in Emergency Rental Assistance on behalf of the Human Resources 
Development Commission, and Allegany County Department of Social Services. Further, the Board 
of County Commissioners to authorize the President to sign the sub-recipient agreements with 
each of these organizations for the administration of the Grant. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the 
Board of County Commissioners agreed to table Item 5 to a future public business meeting.  
 
Item 6 – Agreement with BBUM Promotions, LLC for Fairgrounds Racetrack – Board of 
County Commissioners entered into an agreement with BBUM Promotions, LLC, to operate and 
promote dirt track racing at the Allegany County Fairgrounds in accordance with the conditions set 
forth in the agreement. 
 
Item 7 – Supply of Allegany County Waterline Piping Project Award – Board of County 
Commissioners to approve the award for the Allegany County Waterline Piping project to Core & 
Main, LP, Martinsburg, West Virginia, in the amount of $272,059, and authorize the County 
Commissioners to sign the required project documents. 
 
Item 8 – Supply of Allegany County Waterline Construction Materials Project Award – Board 
of County Commissioners to approve the award for the Allegany County Waterline Construction 
Materials project to Core & Main, LP, Martinsburg, West Virginia, in the amount of $167,385, and 
authorize the County Commissioners to sign the required project documents. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the 
Board of County Commissioners agreed to table Items 7 and 8 to a future public business 
meeting.  
 
Item 9 – Bowling Green/Cresaptown Sewer Replacement and Point Repair Project Request 
Permission to Advertise – Board of County Commissioners authorized the Department of Public 
Works to advertise the Bowling Green/Cresaptown Sewer Replacement and Point Repair Project 
on the County’s website and in the Cumberland Times News. 
 
Item 10 – Bowling Green/Cresaptown/Frostburg/Barrelville Sewer Re-Lining Project Request 
Permission to Advertise – Board of County Commissioners authorized the Department of Public 
Works to advertise the Bowling Green/Cresaptown/Frostburg/Barrelville Sewer Re-Lining Project 
on the County’s website and in the Cumberland Times News. 
 
Item 11 – Resolution 22-6 – Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County, 
Maryland Amendments – Board of County Commissioners approved Resolution 22-6, the 
amendments to the Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County, Maryland. 
 
 
 
 



 
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –  
 
Commissioner Creade Brodie had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting. 
 
Commissioner David Caporale had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.  
  
Commissioner Jacob Shade thanked the Finance Department.  
 
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –  
 
Ms. Ellen Arnone talked about the Coal Miner Memorial for the Trail in Frostburg.  She asked the 
County Commissioners for their assistance to meet the costs of this Memorial.  Ms. Arnone read a 
prepared statement, and informational booklets were handed out.   
 
Commissioner Brodie moved that an Item 12 be added to the Consent Agenda for this evening’s 
meeting, and that $25,000 in ARPA funds be given to the Coal Miner Memorial project.  
Commissioner Caporale seconded the Motion.  Motion carried to approve the distribution of 
$25,000 in ARPA funds to the Coal Miner Memorial project.   
 
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –  
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, May 12, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:50 p.m.   

 
 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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