
       March 24, 2022 
 
 
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on 
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner 
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Jason M. Bennett; 
and County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led Mr. Ed Taylor and recited by those present.   
 

MOTION  
 There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda. 
 

MOTION  
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the 

Minutes of the March 10, 2022, public business meeting were approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Item 1 – Road Opening Petition – Gregory P. Nicol – The road opening petition is with the intent 
of closing a ten-foot unnamed lane or alley lying immediately adjacent to the property of Gregory P. 
Nicol between Upper Rockville Street and St. Mary’s Church Terrace, near the Town of 
Lonaconing, Allegany County, Maryland – Gorman E. Getty, III, Esquire, provided background and 
details about the proposed road opening with intent of closing.  Attorney Getty pointed out that the 
road to be opened, then closed, is an unnamed ten-foot alley that borders his client, Gregory 
Nicol’s property.  He asked for the Board of County Commissioners’ consideration of the petition 
submitted to the County on Mr. Nicol’s behalf.  Attorney Getty told the Commissioners that he has 
received no negative comment regarding the proposed road opening/closing.  He also confirmed 
that if the Commissioners sign the Order to open the ten-foot alley, he and his client will then file a 
petition to permanently close it.  
 
Commissioner Shade opened the Public Hearing on the road opening petition of Gregory P. Nicol, 
and asked if there was any public comment.  There being no public comment received, he then 
closed the hearing.  
 
Item 2 – Constant Yield Hearing – Jason M. Bennett, CPA, County Administrator, reminded the 
Commissioners that each year, as part of the budget process, a constant yield hearing is held.  Mr. 
Bennett explained that an advertisement was run in the Cumberland Times-News back on March 
14, 2022, to display the constant yield message and rates.  Copies of the advertisement and rates 
as discussed by Mr. Bennett are attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  Mr. Bennett 
pointed out that State law provides that it may calculate the “constant yield”, which is the tax rate 
necessary for the County to collect the exact same tax as collected last year.  He explained that 
the constant yield is sent to every County as the State starts the budget process.  Mr. Bennett then 
announced that this evening was the Public Hearing on the Constant Yield.  He then presented 
information as set forth on the attached tax rate information sheet.  
 
Mr. Bennett also pointed out that not one of the proposed tax rates is in excess of the current tax 
rate, and that, in fact, all of the municipality rates are actually lower than last year’s rate.  He added 
that the unincorporated (excluding towns) rate is the same as last year’s rate.   
 
Mr. Bennett repeated that this evening was the Public Hearing, the chance for any public comment 
on the rates that will be moving forward with the budget.  He asked the Commissioners for any 
comment they had before opening the public hearing and taking public comment.  
 
Commissioner Caporale asked for clarification that, even though the rates have not changed, 
numerous properties in the County may or may not be affected by change in assessments.  Mr. 
Bennett explained that the State does three different zones of reassessments, one each year, and 
that this year they did the eastern end of Allegany County.  He said that those rates did rise by 
about eleven percent (11%).  He said that assessments on some properties in the County may dip.   
 
Commissioner Brodie asked Mr. Bennett who does the assessments, and Mr. Bennett replied that 
the State of Maryland does them and sends the County the information.  He mentioned that there 
is an appeal process to the State if a property owner disagrees with the assessment of a property.  
Mr. Bennett explained, in answer to a question from Commissioner Caporale, that a property 
owner could go to the State Department of Assessments and Taxation website to access forms to 
fill out to file an appeal to an assessment.  
 
 



Commissioner Shade asked Mr. Bennett about whether taxes would be higher or lower this year 
on various municipalities, and in each instance, they would be lower, except for “excluding towns”, 
which would be the same.   
 
Commissioner Shade opened the Public Hearing, and said that there were two people signed up to 
speak.   
 
Mr. Larry Trenum started off by voicing his concerns about the County’s abatement process.  
Commissioner Shade told Mr. Trenum that a public hearing was being held at this time and that 
only comments on the constant yield were to be heard during the public hearing.  
 
Mr. Trenum then briefly commented on tax rates in Allegany County.  
 
Mrs. Nancy Brant spoke next and discussed her concerns regarding the constant yield and tax 
rates in Allegany County.  
 
Hearing closed.  Administrator Bennett and Commissioners Shade and Caporale made brief 
comments before moving on to the Consent Agenda.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
As recommended by the County Administrator 

 
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion carried, 
the Board of County Commissioners approved and adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended 
by the County Administrator. 
 
Item 3 – Resolution 22-3 – Fiscal Year 2023 Cumberland Area Unified Planning Work 
Program – Board of County Commissioners, acting as the Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
approved the adoption of Resolution 22-3 endorsing the Fiscal Year 2023 Unified Planning Work 
Program. 
 
Item 4 – Allegany County 2022 Priority Letter to Maryland Department of Transportation – 
Board of County Commissioners approved and agreed to sign the Allegany County 2022 Priority 
Letter and submit it to the Secretary of Maryland Department of Transportation. 
 
Item 5 – George’s Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Grinding System Bid Award – Board of 
County Commissioners approved the award for the Georges Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Grinding System to JWC Environmental, Inc., in the amount of $67,190, and authorized the 
President of the County Commissioners to sign any necessary award documents and agreements 
associated with the project. 
 
Item 6 – Solid Waste Management Board Appointment and Membership Renewals – Board of 
County Commissioners approved the appointment of Matthew Furman to serve as an alternate 
member of the Solid Waste Management Board in the Solid Waste Hauler/Recycler position for a 
two-year term, and renewal of the memberships of Woody Getz and Dick Soderman as 
representatives for the Environmental Group and Citizen-at-Large for two-year terms. 
 
Item 7 – Maryland Arts & Entertainment Districts Redesignation – Board of County 
Commissioners approved an acknowledgement letter that the income tax subtraction modification 
will continue to be offered in the Arts & Entertainment district, and confirmed the continued 
provision of a property tax credit and an exemption from the admissions and amusement tax.  
 
Item 8 – Allegany County Sheriff’s Office American Rescue Plan Funding – Board of County 
Commissioners approved allocating $67,802 from the American Rescue Plan Stimulus funding to 
purchase two TruNarc devices for the Allegany County Sheriff’s Office to improve officer safety 
when dealing with unidentified substances, increase our advantage against new synthetic drugs 
that enter the community, and improve the operational capacity of our agency in this global drug 
problem. 
 
Item 9 – Fitness Equipment for the Maryland State Police Cumberland Barrack – Board of 
County Commissioners approved the request for fitness equipment for the new Maryland State 
Police Cumberland barrack in the amount of $13,387, to come from our ARPA funding. This 
equipment will be utilized by troopers to maintain their health, fitness, and well-being in order to 
better serve our community.  
 
Item 10 – Community Promotions – Board of County Commissioners authorized the County 
Finance Department to remit $1,000 budgeted from the Community Promotions Account for the 
2022 Oldtown Summer Fest Community event to be held on Saturday, June 25, 2022. 
 



Item 11 – Community Promotions – Board of County Commissioners authorized the County 
Finance Department to remit $1,000 budgeted from the Community Promotions Account for the 
2022 Thomas Cumberland Tri-State Wing-Off, hosted by the Western Maryland Jaycees, to be 
held at the Allegany County Fairgrounds. 
 
Item 12 – Request for Tax Abatement – Board of County Commissioners approved the 
abatement of taxes in the total amount of $1,815.58 for two properties located at 45 Ormand 
Street, Frostburg, and 42 N. Water Street, Frostburg. These properties have been acquired by the 
City of Frostburg and will be demolished for future development. 
 
Item 13 – Purchase of a 2015 Jeep Cherokee – Board of County Commissioners approved the 
purchase of a 2015 Jeep Cherokee, VIN# 1C4PJMAB1FW524069, from Timbrook Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram, in the amount of $22,550. 
 
Item 14 – Resolution 22-4 – Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County, 
Maryland Amendments – Board of County Commissioners approved Resolution   22-4, the 
amendments to the Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County, Maryland. 
 
Item 15 – Request for Proposal for a new Department of Economic and Community 
Development Responsive Website Redesign and Content Management System Rebuild – 
Board of County Commissioners approved an RFP for a new DECD responsive website redesign 
and CMS rebuild to be published on March 25, 2022 on the County’s website and eMarylandplace 
website to encourage the competitive bid process on a regional scale. 
 
County Administrator Jason Bennett read two letters into the record; copies of the letters as 
read by Mr. Bennett are attached to and made a part of these Minutes. The letters were signed by 
the County Commissioners.  
 
County Attorney Lee Beeman had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting. 
 
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –  
 
Commissioner David Caporale talked about the budget and addressed untrue speculations that 
federal funds were used to prop up the County’s budget.  Commissioner Caporale said that the 
Commissioners can state and show that was not the case.  He also expressed his concerns with 
cutting the piggyback income tax.  
 
Commissioner Creade Brodie had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.  
 
Commissioner Jacob Shade announced that budget sessions will continue in two weeks, and he 
also talked about the Invest Allegany Program and announced that the deadline for applications 
will now be May 6, 2022.  
  
Additionally, Commissioner Shade also let everyone know that Connect Allegany broadband 
funding has gone live and is on the County’s website.  He provided brief details about the Connect 
Allegany program.  
 
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –  
 
Mr. Larry Trenum, 19114 South Railroad Street, Barton, expressed issues he has with the 
County’s abatement process.  County Attorney Lee Beeman addressed Mr. Trenum’ s remarks.  
 
Mr. Edward Taylor, 400 South Allegany Street, Cumberland, voiced concerns regarding the 
Heritage Days Festival. Commissioner Caporale asked Mr. Taylor if he has spoken with the City of 
Cumberland about the Festival and pointed out that the County cannot ask to realign the Heritage 
Days Festival because the County does not put it on.  Mr. Taylor confirmed that he has.  
 
Ms. Peggy Kean, 309 Skyview Lane, LaVale, first expressed her agreement with Mr. Taylor’s 
remarks.  She then presented some information about the DAR (Daughters of the American 
Revolution) and spoke about an issue they are having regarding the George Washington 
Headquarters in Cumberland, which the DAR maintains.   
 
Ms. Michelle Miller, 11305 Featherbed Lane, Corriganville, thanked the Commissioners for 
allowing her to speak at this meeting, then brought to the Commissioners’ attention the poor 
condition of a property adjacent to hers.  Ms. Miller explained that the property owner has died and 
that apparently the property is being used as a place to dump and then burn debris and garbage.  
This has happened on numerous occasions.  She attempted to report this but the County is 
currently without a Code Enforcement Officer.   
 



Commissioner Shade asked Ms. Miller to speak with County Attorney Beeman after the meeting.  
Administrator Bennett updated Ms. Miller on the status of a new Code Enforcement Officer for the 
County.  
 
Ms. Kecia Coleman, 15700 Warnick Road, Frostburg, talked about issues she has with the 
County’s employment process.  
 
Mr. John Brant, 15708 Warnick Road, Frostburg, identified himself as Ms. Coleman’s father and 
spoke in agreement with her concerns about the County’s employment process.  
 
Commissioner Brodie commented on Ms. Coleman’s and Mr. Brant’s remarks.   
 
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –  
 
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, April 7, 2022, 5:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:10 p.m.   

 
     __________________________ 

      Jacob C. Shade, President 
True Copy 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Cynthia A. Young 
Recording Secretary 
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